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Memorandum

US.Department
of Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration

Dale  October 11, 1996

INFORMATION: Highway Traffic Noise

Reply to
Attn of

Director, Office of Environment HEP-40
and Planning

Regional Administrators
Federal Lands Highway Program Administrator

We have had many requests to develop an educational tool to illustrate different aspects of
highway noise barriers. The Volpe National Transportation Systems Center Acoustics Facility,
in support of the FHWA, has produced a video describing noise barriers entitled, "Highway
Noise Barriers: Performance, Maintenance, and Safety."

The video covers the following topics:

Basic acoustics.

" Barrier performance.

Types of barriers.
Wall barrier materials.
Barrier maintenance concerns.

Barrier safety concerns.

We hope the attached video will be useful to FHWA field offices and State DOTSs. Sufficient
copies have been provided for forwarding one copy to each division and one copy to each
State DOT.

If you have any questions concerning the video, you may contact Bob Armstrong or
Steve Ronning at (202) 366-2073 or (202) 366-2078, respectively.
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