Formal Consultation Process



Action Agency determines proposed action may affect listed species or designated critical habitat





Biological Assessment (180 days for Action Agency to complete)





Action Agency requests initiation of formal consultation with the submittal of a complete biological assessment





Consultation clock starts from date of receipt of initiation letter and the Biological Assessment





Within 30 days the Services will notify Agency of concurrence/ or not with determination 50 CFR 402.12 (j) 





Services consult with the Action Agency and the designated non-Federal representative (State DOT) for up to 90 days





FHWA will review of draft biological opinion and incidental take statement, terms and conditions, and reasonable and prudent measures





Delivery of final biological opinion and incidental take statement to Action Agency end formal consultation


(no longer than 45 days after completion of consultation)








Reinitiating





Service formulates Biological Opinion and incidental take statement in conjunction with Agency/Applicant


(to be completed 135days after initiation)











