Mr. Steve Jones

NOAA fisheries

Habitat Program/Olympia Field Office

510 Desmond Drive SE

Lacey, WA 98503

SR 524: 24th Avenue West to SR 527 Widening (NOAAF Tracking No. 2003/01538)

Dear Mr. Jones,

The Federal Highway Administration, as the lead federal agency, is submitting this request for formal consultation with NOAA Fisheries (NOAAF), as required under Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act (as amended). FHWA is providing the enclosed Biological Assessment.

The proposed project will widen State Route 524 between 24th Avenue West (at the Lynnwood city limits) and SR 527 (the Bothell-Everett Highway) in Bothell, Washington.  

The project will be constructed in three phases (Phase 1A, Phase I, and Phase II):

· Phase 1A will construct the eastern most segment of the project, from Royal Anne Road   to SR 527 (0.86 miles). This is the only phase funded for design and construction.

· Phase I will construct the western most segment of the project, from 24th Avenue West to 10th Place West (1.10 miles). 

· Phase II will connect the remaining roadway between Phase 1A and Phase 1 (1.52 miles).
The project is located in Township 24 North, Range 04 East, Sections 13, 14, and 24, and Township 27 North, Range 05 East, Section 19, Willamette Meridian, Snohomish County, Washington.

Based on the best scientific and commercial data available, FHWA has determined that the proposed project may affect, not likely to adversely affect Chinook salmon.  In summary:

· The action area has been altered by the development of roads and bridges and other anthropogenic modifications to the landscape.  

· The direct effects of replacing the bridges and culverts will be minimized through project design.

· Work below the Ordinary High Water Mark will only occur during open work windows when migratory fish are not likely to be present.

· The proposed BMPs, conservation measures, and stormwater detention facilities will help minimize any direct effects of the project.  

· Mitigating for wetland impacts and stream impacts will maintain baseline conditions, and improve some baseline conditions along the project corridor, such as habitat access. 

· The construction of stormwater drainage and detention facilities will mitigate for the increase in impervious surface area created by the project and provide detention for existing road surfaces.

FHWA is requesting formal consultation as allowed by 51 CFR § 402.12(j). With the submittal of this Biological Assessment and all enclosed documentation, FHWA has provided NOAA Fisheries will all the best scientific and commercial data available concerning the impact of the proposed project on listed species

The enclosed Biological Assessment includes:

· A description of the discretionary action to be considered

· A description of the specific area that may be affected by the action

· A description of any listed species that may be affected by the proposed action

· A description of the manner in which the proposed action may affect any listed species and an analysis of cumulative effects

· Relevant reports, and

· All other relevant available information.

FHWA understands that, as stipulated in ESA Section 7(b) (1) (A) and 50 CFR §402.14(e), formal consultation will be initiated by your receipt of this formal consultation request, and will conclude within 90 days from that date.  We look forward to receiving a letter from you in 30 days concurring with our determination. If no letter is received we will assume that you are in concurrence and will develop a Biological Opinion within 45 days of completing the formal consultation period.  FHWA requests advance copies of the draft biological opinion, incidental take statement, terms and conditions and reasonable and prudent measures for review prior to finalizing the Biological Opinion.
FHWA, WSDOT, and ________________ personnel are available to answer questions, review the draft Biological Opinion, and assist you in any possible way.  It is of vital importance that this consultation be completed within the 135 days, or less if at all possible. Feel free to call ________(FHWA) 360/753-9551,  _____________(WSDOT) 206/ 440-4519 and 


Sincerely,


John Smith


Division Administrator


By: 


Enclosure

cc: 
Gary Davis, Martin Palmer, Brian Bigler; WSDOT NW Region


David Campbell, Sean Curran; Snohomish County PWD

